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Various words that have survived through the historical texts of Turkish and have changed over time 
contain many phonetic changes. It is not always easy to determine the historical background of sound 
events. Their determination is perhaps one of the most important issues of Turkish grammar. From this 
point of view, it can be said that answering the questions about how the sound events occurred in these 
texts, how they reached the present day and what stages they went through, and determining the history 
of these changes are very valuable for the Turkish language. In the historical periods of Turkish, the 
phoneme /g/, which differs at the beginning, within, and end of the word undoubtedly played a very 
important role in the development process of the Turkish language and even in the classification of 
today's dialects. In this study, it has been tried to reveal how and in what way /g/ sound has changed to 
/v/ or dropped in the historical process, based on the historical texts of Turkish and also by including 
the opinions of Turcologists. While the change of the sou
sound easily transformed into the / v / sound, and the change of the sound / y / to / v / occurred rarely. 
It was observed that the / y / sound tended to decrease more. 
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Extended Abstract 

When the historical change of Turkish is examined, it has been observed that the g sound often changes or 
falls. The 
transformed into these sounds. In historical texts, the /g/ sound is of two types, front and back. For this reason, it 

. This is an important situation for texts in which vowel sounds are not written 
 

stages. The focus of the study will be word roots rather than affixes and word stems that are considered as word 
roots today. The variation of the /g/ sound in suffixes has been studied by various researchers before. In Orkhon 
Turkish, two different forms of the /g/ consonant are given as plosive velar and its opposite as palatal. It is stated 
that /g/, which is the front palatal consonant in the Old Uyghur Turkish period, is found in the word and at the end 
of the word, and it is mentioned that it can also occur as front sound in borrowed words like gan 'ganj'. It is stated 
that the /g/ sound in Turkish is voiced as fricative not only with the back synharmonism but also with the front 
synharmonism, and the fricative pronunciation explains the early loss of this velar sound. 

In the Middle Turkish period, the /g/ sound at the end of monosyllabic words is preserved in the eastern 

words are more preserved at the end, and sometimes they tend to fall and lengthen the previous vowel. In the 
period of Khwarezm Turkish, which developed with Karakhanid Turkish and left its place to Chagatay Turkish 

at the end of multi-syllable words are generally preserved, but they 
have been dropped, albeit rarely, by the influence of Oghuz. When it comes to the period of Old Anatolian Turkish; 
It is seen that the /g/ consonant at the end of the word and syllable and the /g/ consonant at the beginning of the 
syllable preserve themselves in writing. It is stated that the /g/ sounds in the first syllables or the last sounds of 

lt to say anything definite 
about the time of this transformation. 

The sound change laws known as Grimm's law and Verner's law state that in Germanic languages, /p/,/t/, 
and /k/ sounds transform into /b/, /d/, and /g/ sounds, the places of occurrence of which are close. This 
transformation is a situation encountered in many languages, since people have more or less the same physiological 
structure and can produce about 40-
examined, Words with front vowels 

change to /v/.  

In Turkish, the /g/ sound is a sound that is usually shown with two different symbols in historical texts in 
terms of its formation at the velar and palatal. The reason why this different representation does not exist today is 
that we have switched to a writing system in which all vowels are written. This sound is also a fricative sound and 
the reason for the /g/ drop in many syllables and suffixes can be attributed to this feature. It is very close to the /k/ 
sound in terms of the place of sound formation. Due to a softening phenomenon known all over the world as the 
law of Grimm and Verner, which was effective in the transition to Western Turkish, the /k/ sounds at the beginning 
of the words turned into /g/. This event is a transformation that provides important data in historical dialectization. 
For this reason, many researchers have taken this change as a reference while classifying the dialects. If we focus 
on the change direction of the sound, it can definitely be said that the change is from /k/ to /g/ at the beginning of 
the word. 
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