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poetry. This topic has not been discussed in any work of research before, provides a 
propitious sample for understanding the interaction between material culture and literary 

gunpowder and its use in Persian poetry was reviewed. Next, the arrival of the gunpowder 
musket in the Islamic world and how Persian poets began to mention it in their poems was 

expressions developed over time. The research conducted revealed that the concept of 
musket started to appear in Persian poetry in the 16th century after firearms became 
prevalent in Iran and India. The similes and metaphors about musket flourished in the 17th 
century, coinciding with the heyday of Indian Style, which gave much priority to find new 

- -blown 
metaphor. Following the demise of the Indian Style in the 18th century, the musket was not 
mentioned in poetry for a long time. In this sense, introduction of the musket into poetry as 
a new concept is a phenomenon that occurred within the framework of Indian Style. It is 
understood that the changes in material culture affect the content of poetry after being 
filtered by the existing set of literary notions.
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Extended Abstract  

to obtain insight into how the changes in material culture influence the content of poetry.  

The Persian word for musket has two variations: tufak and tufang Tufak is first attested in the 11th-
-Turk so the possibility of a Turkic origin must be 

-Turk, tufak -
two Persian poets who mentioned the word with this meaning before the introduction of firearms. Their distichs 
tell us that the blowgun tufak was an effective weapon for hunting small birds and that its use persisted for 
centuries.  

The gunpowder musket became widespread in the Ottoman realm in the early 15th century and in Iran and 
India in the early 16th century. It is in the mid-
in Persian poetry in reference to a firearm is seen in the distichs of Va
(d. 1588). Mu tasham began forming the first similes associated with the musket by likening it to a snake, an idea 
that was repeated by Na discharge of the 
musket to a sneeze. 

The musket was most frequently mentioned in Persian poetry during the 17th century. The poets of this era 
built on the foundation established in the previous century to expand the variety and strength of the metaphors 
connected to the musket. In the early 17th century, three poets associated with the court of the Mughal king 

descriptions of battles. Sel
the snake and the sneeze similes invented by Mu tasham and Na
the musket stops working after heavy rain and comparing 
His path was not continued by later poets, though. 
did not pay much attention to the concept of the musket and mentioned it only two times in his colossal diwan.  

poems, the musket was the symbol of a person with repressed negative emotions that wait to be released. It was 
Abd al-  

number of times and completed the process of turning it into a full-fledged metaphor. 
as a symbol for human beings with adverse feelings or ill intentions and the smoke from it as all kinds of evil 
caused by men. He also searched for further meanings and ideas related to the musket. 

- 
growing importance and visibility in daily life. This sudden change coincides with the literary return movement, 
which took center stage in the 18th century and rejected the innovations introduced by the Indian style. Thus, one 
can infer that the popularity of the musket as a new concept in 17th-century Persian poetry was a result of the 
prevalence of the Indian style. When the Indian style vanished, so did the concept of the musket. The case of the 
concept of the musket demonstrates that both the changes in material culture and the dominant literary norms play 
a role in deciding the content of poetry. If an item or concept is to be mentioned by poets, it must be deemed 
worthy of the poetic language of the time in addition to being widely known in society.    
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