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Anahtar kelimeler:  

Difficulties in teaching foreign languages to refugee students 

Abstract 

This study aims to identify the basic challenges that refugee students face when learning a foreign 

language in state schools in Turkey, and the difficulties that teachers encounter when teaching foreign 

languages to refugee students, and the impact of these challenges on the academic performance and 

foreign language learning process of refugee students. The study was conducted in state schools that 

serve a significant number of refugee students in Turkey. The participants in the study were 24 

English teachers and 72 refugee students. A qualitative research design was adopted. Data was 

collected through open-ended questionnaires from English teachers and refugee students. The 

analysis of qualitative data was presented from two main perspectives; the problems faced by teachers 

and students. The most significant difficulties encountered were found to be language barriers, 

cultural differences, communication, and adaptation issues. Recommendations were made for 

educators and education planners to take into account these challenges when designing language 

programs and to provide support to refugee students to help them successfully integrate into the 
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school system and improve their foreign language learning processes and overall academic 

performance. 
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