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An intertextual perspective on Tomris Uyar's stories of the Nightwanderer Girls 
in the context of folktales 

Abstract 

Tomris Uyar is one of the important names of Turkish storytelling. Uyar's story book Nightwonderer 

Girls, published in 1983, is an important work in terms of intertextuality theory and the continuity of 

tradition. The author has written multi-layered stories that address social and political issues by 

placing the heroes of folktales, an important genre of anonymous folk literature, into the universe of 

the stories she creates. Intertextuality, which is a kind of re-creation, is seen in this work with its 

many methods. Uyar realized this re-creation through folktales, one of the most common genres of 
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folk literature. The author tries to strengthen the folktales and stories with which he relates, and "How 

would the heroes of folktales live if they lived in our age?" used to produce an alternative answer to 

the question. In addition to the intertextual relations established by the author with folktales, the fact 

that she includes verse pieces from folk literature in her stories is important in terms of conveying 

the tradition that is perceived as establishing a relationship with folk literature in modern Turkish 

literature. In the light of all these, the author has created intense stories by making use of intertextual 

methods such as parody, pastiche, collage, and narrative techniques such as dialogue and leitmotif. 

Oral and written tradition transmission has an important place in folklore products. Literary 

products belonging to folk culture, which are basically verbal, can also be a source for fictional works. 

Folk literature products such as folktales, epics and legends have been reconstructed outside of their 

traditional transmissions and become modern transmission elements. In the study, folktales from 

folk literature genres will be evaluated with an intertextual perspective.  
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