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Alienation in sociology: The case of Max Frisch’s Novel “Homo Faber”
Abstract

It is known that industrialization and subsequent world wars have some negative effects on
individuals. At the beginning of these effects is the alienation of the individual first to himself and
then to his environment. Alienation, which started to encompass all living spaces of human beings in
the nineteenth century, is a concept that expresses the feeling of separation from one's natural and
social environment, work, labor or self. In sociology, although alienation is used with expressions
such as the separation of individuals from their homeland and God, the meaning of the concept in
the contemporary period is the alienation of the individual from himself. In this study, the concept of
alienation from a sociological perspective and the phenomenon of alienation in the work of “Homo
Faber” by Max Frisch, an important writer of Swiss literature from the World Literature series, are
discussed. "Homo Faber", one of the important works of Max Frisch, which we discussed in the study,
expresses the alienation of the individual against himself, society and social environment. In other
words, the contemporary human being alienated from his own essence in line with technological
developments is the main theme of the novel.

Keywords: Sociology of Literature, Alienation, Max Frisch
59. Sosyolojide yabancilasma: Max Frisch’in “Homo Faber” romani 6rnegi

Sanayilesme ve akabinde diinya savaslarinin bireyler iizerinde bazi olumsuz etkilerinin oldugu
bilinmektedir. Bu tesirlerin baginda da bireyin 6nce kendine ve daha sonra ¢evresine yabancilagmasi
gelmektedir. On dokuzuncu yiizyilda insanin biitiin yasam alanlarini ¢epecevre kusatmaya baslayan
yabancilasma, insanin dogal ve sosyal gevresinden, isinden, emeginden ya da kendi benliginden
ayrilma duygusunu ifade eden bir kavramdir. Sosyolojide yabancilagsma bireylerin yurdundan ve
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tanridan ayrilmasi gibi ifadelerle kullanilmasina karsin cagdas déonemde kavramin icerdigi anlam,
bireyin kendine uzaklagsmasidir. Bu ¢alismada, sosyolojik acidan yabancilasma kavrami ve Diinya
Edebiyat1 serisinden svicre Edebiyatr'nin 6nemli yazar1 Max Frisch’in “Homo Faber” adli eserindeki
yabancilagma olgusu ele alinmigtir. Calismada ele aldigimiz Max Frisch’in 6nemli yapitlarindan biri
olan “Homo Faber”, bireyin kendisine, topluma ve sosyal ¢evresine karsi yabancilagsmasim dile
getirmektedir. Bagka bir ifadeyle teknolojik gelismeler dogrultusunda kendi 6ziine yabancilagan
cagdasg insan, romanin ana temasidir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Edebiyat Sosyolojisi, Yabancilagma, Max Frisch
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