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Some Sem'iyyat Issues in al-Zamakhshari: The Example of al-Kashshaf
Abstract
In Islamic theology, the matters of "sem'iyat" hold significant importance and are
considered crucial subjects in the science of kalam, particularly when examined
from the perspectives of Mu'tazilah and Ahl al-Sunnah. Sem'iyat are defined in
the science of kalam as issues that cannot be comprehended through reason alone
and are known through revelation. These topics typically include concepts such
as life after death, the hereafter, heaven, hell, and the Sirat (the bridge over
Hellfire). They hold special importance within Islamic sciences because they
constitute the fundamental elements of faith and shape the Muslim
understanding of the world and the hereafter. While the Mu'tazilah is known for
its approach based on reason and logic, this sect tends to interpret the matters of
sem'iyat in the light of reason. This approach is particularly notable for its efforts
to strengthen the rational foundations of Islam by questioning issues related to
sem'iyat. On the other hand, scholars of Ahl al-Sunnah approach sem'iyat with
interpretations supported by both transmission (revelation) and reason. Thus,
they preserve the faith-based aspect of these matters while adopting an
interpretation that does not contradict reason. The aim of this study is to
comparatively analyze the approaches to sem'iyat issues between the Mu'tazilah
and Ahl al-Sunnah through the work of al-Zamakhshari, "al-Kashshaf." The
research aims to reveal how al-Zamakhshari's Mu'tazilite thought structure
differs and to identify the similarities or differences with Ahl al-Sunnah
regarding sem'iyat issues. The research shows that al-Zamakhshari's approach to
sem'iyat topics significantly diverges from the traditional Mu'tazilite
understanding. The study documents that he occupies an independent position
within Islamic theology, leaning towards Ahl al-Sunnah thought, while still
providing interpretations unique to his own sect. These findings allow us to
better understand al-Zamakhshari's place in the history of Islamic thought and
offer a distinct structure that fills an important gap in the literature of Islamic
theology, differentiating it from previous studies.
Keywords: Kalam, Mu'tazilism, al-Zamakhshari, Sem’iyyat, Resurrection.
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Zemahseri'de Baz1 Semi’yyat Problemleri: el-Kessaf Ornegi
Oz
Islam teolojisinde Gnemli bir yer tutan sem'iyat meseleleri ve bu konularin
Mu'tezile ve Ehl-i Siinnet perspektifinden ele alinisi kelam ilmi agisindan ele
alinan 6nemli konulardandir. Sem'iyat, kelam ilminde, akil yoluyla ulagilamayan
ve vahiy araciligryla bilgi sahibi olunan meseleler olarak tanimlanir. Bu konular
genellikle Oliim sonrasi yasam, ahiret, cennet, cehennem, sirat gibi kavramlar:
icerir ve Islami bilimler iginde 6zel bir éneme sahiptir ¢iinkii imanin temel
unsurlarmi olusturur ve Miisliimanlarin diinya ve ahiret anlayisini sekillendirir.
Mu'tezile, akil ve mantig1 esas alan yaklasimiyla bilinirken, bu mezhep sem'iyat
konularmi da aklin 1s1§inda yorumlama egilimindedir. Bu yaklasim, 6zellikle
Islam'mn rasyonel temellerini giiglendirme ¢abasi igerisinde sem'iyat meselelerini
sorgulamalariyla dikkat eker. Ote yandan, Ehl-i Siinnet alimleri, sem'iyyat: hem
nakil (vahiy) hem de akil ile desteklenen yorumlarla ele alir, boylece bu
konularin imani yoniinii korurken, akilla ¢elismeyen bir tevil yolunu
benimserler. Bu ¢alismanin amaci, el-Zemahseri'nin eseri el-Kessdf araciligiyla,
Mu'tezile ve Ehl-i Siinnet arasindaki sem'iyat meselelerine dair yaklasimlari
karsillagtirmali olarak analiz etmektir. Arastirma, el-Zemahserinin Mu'tezili
diisiince yapisindan nasil bir farklilik gosterdigini ve sem'iyat konularinda Ehl-i
Sinnet ile olan benzerliklerini veya farkliliklarini ortaya koymay:
hedeflemektedir. Yapilan arastirma el-Zemahserinin sem'iyat konularini ele alig
bi¢iminin, geleneksel Mu'tezili anlayistan Onemli Olgiide ayrildigimni
gostermektedir. Arastirma, onun Islami teoloji icerisinde bagimsiz bir konumda
oldugunu ve Ehl-i Siinnet diisiincesine yakin durdugunu, ancak kendi
mezhebine 0zgii yorumlar sundugunu belgelemektedir. Bu tespitler, el-
Zemahseri'nin Islam diisiince tarihindeki yerini daha iyi anlamamiza olanak
tanimakta ve Islam ilahiyat: literatiiriinde 5nemli bir boslugu doldurarak nceki
calismalardan farklilasan bir yap: sunmaktadir.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Kelam, Mu'tezile, Zemahseri, Sem’iyyat, Hasr.
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