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The Concept of “Hell” in the Comedy of Dante and the Forgiveness
of al-Ma’arri: Is There Really a Mutual Effect Between Them
Abstract: The main focus of this study is the differences and similarities of
the concept of “hell” as it has been illustrated by Dante’s Devine Comedy
and Ma‘arri’s Risélat al-Ghufran. Each author has a guide who takes him
in a tour in “hell”, which consists of layers. In each layer there is a number of
chambers. There is a number of people who are receiving their punishment
for what they have done or said in their first life. It is interesting to know who
are these people? and what did they do or say to deserve such a punishment?
Dante and Ma‘arri’s illustrations of “hell” are so graphic and vivid. Are their
illustrations from their own intellectual contributions or they are influenced
with some external philosophy? Finally, this study examines the purpose
behind the two works. Would it be a didactic lesson or it is merely for the
sake of philosophic yet literal creativity. This study is of great significance in
the field of study of philosophy comparative literature, and religions. There
are several important lessons from these two experiences definitely can be
drawn. More interesting, however is the attempt to answer the question

of how these similarities came into existence in both works, the Divine

Comedy and Risalat al-Ghufrin?

Keywords: General Education, Dante and Ma‘arri, The Epistle of Pardon
And The Comedy, The Concept of “Hell”.

Komedya ve El-Gufran Adl Eserlerde “Cehennem” Kavrami ve Bu
iki Eser Arasindaki Etkilesim

Oz: Bu ¢aligma, baghgindan da anlagilacag: iizere, Arap edebiyati ile Ttalya

edebiyatinin iki onemli sahsiyetlerinden olan Ebi’l-Ald’ el-Maarri ile
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Dante’nin Risaleti’l-gufran ile Ilahi Komedya adli eserlerinde “Cehim”
(Cehennem) kavrami hakkindadir. Bu iki eserde bu kavramin islenist,
ikisi arasindaki ortak noktalar ile ihtilaflara deginilecektir. Bu iki kaynak
arasinda bir etkilesme mi yoksa bir tesadif mii s6z konusudur. Zira énceki
kaynaklar hem etkileme hem de etkilesmeye dikkat cekmektedirler. Iste bu
caligma bunun ne denli oldugunu, gercekten boyle bir etkilesmenin olup
olmadigini aragtirarak, bu hususta akla gelebilecek bazi sorulara cevap
aramaya galisacaktir. Risaletil-gufran ile Tlahi Komedya hangi amagla telif
edildi? Cehennemdekilerden kimleri kastetmigler? Bunlar ne yapmuglar ki
cehennemlik olmuglardir? Bunlar Cehennemden kurtulabilirler mi? Bu
iki ¢alismaya 20. asrin baglarindan simdiye dek neden ¢ok ilgi gosterilmig?
Iste akla gelebilecek bu tiir sorulara cevap bulmak icin, her iki calismaya
egilecegimiz gibi, daha baska caligmalar da gozden gegirilecektir. Islim
kiiltiriniin etkilerini, gerek Risaleti-gufranda, gerekse flahi Komedyadaki
boyutlari ¢ikarilmaya ¢aligilacak. Zira her iki eser de Orta Cag Avrupast’nin
siir goziiyle tek bir fenomendir. Bu ¢aligmanin hedefi, Orta Cagda Islam
kiiltiird ile Avrupa kiiltiirt arasindaki tarihi, felsefi ve edebi yonleriyle, hatta
dinlerin mukayesesi agisindan ortak bir mevzuyu giin yizine ¢itkarmaya
caligmak ve milletleraras: ortak tecriibeleri, birbirlerinin haberi olmadan
belirtmektir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Genel Egitim, Dante, Maarri, Tlahi Komedya,

Risalett’l-gufrin, Cehennem.
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Royal Asiatic Society,v. 31, no. 1, (July, 1899), pp. 669-674.
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