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THE PLACE OF TURKISH WOMEN IN SO

Prof. Ih
Faculty
Science:
Ankara,

During ithe Twentieth Century, many regions i
been the scene of vast and rooted changes. The
been formed partly by political and military facts
nccupation, annexation revolution, and partly by
nomic factors auch as industrialization, urbanism
bilization and right of general vote. Among the
cially women's status and role in the society occu
place. As Bayard Dodge has stated: «The habits c
women living in the world show a more rapid cl
duration of our lives than the change that took
last two thousand vears.»
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Atatiirk’s courageous reformist effor
women from second-degree, passive an
solely means of production or exchan,
arning was to develop the abilities of the
was born with, by supplying her with eq
cation possibilities and to provoke their
affairs by recognizing them political righ
to have Turkish women serve for the p
in world by promoting their social, profes
ledge and expenience.

This unshakable belief of Atatiirk fo
speech of his which was made only a fer
clamation of the Republic, «There exist:
the development of g society, unless pr

goal is made together with its men an
S.D. I1) |

What is the degree of realization of
tiirk with unique precision, after these 4
by since?

It can be declared without hesitation
have been tried to be realized under the ¢
tical leader have not been sufficient to a

tional society, entirely, in spite of the si
oy b T ey [ Fossott [N E e i = e o o D G e s
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According to the 1965 census, the general g
is 31.4 millions. 15.4 millions of it are female
general population, i.e. 70 % of it live in vill
millions of the people living in rural areas ai
lions are females. When the way of settlemen:
sis, 72 % of ithe Turkish women live in villages
and 13 % live in cities. When this differentia
basis, it is required to divide this population g
in order to define the status of Turkish wome
clety,

1. Women in rural areas.

2. Women in half-developed or developi
3. Women in urban areas,

I. Women in Rural Areas

As the model of a society in transition, o
lems of Turkey is no doubt the education, t1
women, who constitute 3/4 of the Turkish ger
turning them into conscious citizens. The rap
pulation of Turkey renders the solution of
difficult, everyday,

As seen in all the developing countries
population who can read and write in villag
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pect to nation wide proportion in the ca
1s controversial. One of the factors also
ficult, is the lack of balance between th

Table II. Distribution of the population at
selected provinces, regarding

Literate
Cities Male % Female % Total % |
Developed provinces
Istanbul 85.33 67.56 17.26
Kirklareli 17.44 58.79 68.83
Eskisehir 78.70 54.21 66.65
Izmir 76.89 53.06 65.47
Underdeveloped provinces
Hakkari 29.35 3.38 17.61
Adiyaman 35.28 6.57 21.17
Siirt 32.89 1.77 21.05
Urfa 34.41 8.06 21.46

—

The differentiation of education ca
between regions can be observed miuch

In the Eastern cities where no inflt
can be traced, since education is not re
the entire female population is lefi out o

Age categories are also another factor

k|
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been derived at that the proportion of educatios
reases as the age of women Increases.

In Table III, it can clearly be observed that
ge shows an increase from young generation to h
A majority of the village women lack knowledge
jects closely related to themselves and their famil
according to the results of a research made in
kara 25 out of 486 women did not have an idea
and yearly income of their families. (4) The sa
also revealed the existence of ignorance on the t
ceptive methods which are being implemented sir

Meanwhile, another point worth learning is
women are ignorant on subjects which interest:
their families, they are enthusiastic towards mex
needs. For example, in the Giidiil research 88 %
men have agreed to binth control, 43 % of these
lared that they did not wish to have more than

In spite of her unsatisfactory Knowledge a
Turkish women occupies a very important place
Jife of Turkey. Incidentally, in the 1965 Census, I
that in the distribution of economically active 1
between the ages of 15-64, against the 4.7 millions
agricultural sector, there exist only 289-197 womer

] e i L e i g ] g e i L3 T i " e 'Fﬂw
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As it is seen, the widest women gr
4 millions of people, who contribute th,
te of the country, lacks education, and t
of its social and economic rights.

Other than insufficiency of educat
tural circles which are not industrialize
their social mobility should also be adde
hinders the village women in the traditi
social culture, the place of women in
second-degree citizen who only raise nc
to production in a certain degree witho

In the majority of the villages the
respect to family structure still exists
joins her husband’s family, According
nalist families the men eat the meals fir
remaining. When these customs, whic
symbol of the man’s absolute hegemony
the ignorance of women with respect to
of education, the health of the village w
red. Incidentally, a rescarch which was
Central Anatolia has shown that, unlike
ries, men are more healthy than women

Other than the insufficiency of edt
women suffer, one of the main factors wh

s e L
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The Turkish village women who is deprive
economic forum which is needed to achieve ai
sonality, despite such obstacles, although 1
succeeded to make rational preferences on the
parding her family and children. Another resea
ne on family planning, has shown that the re
want to learn these methods in villages is 63
75 % and in cities 79 %, (10) If it is also taken
that, these family planning studies mostly tool
fee houses at the villages or at the roads wher
present, thus causing 'the village women to be
in the studies, the research clearly shows tha
draw a centain way for their lives or at least hz
cide to hawve a baby or not. Essentially, it is
mothers who have many children are the ad
planning. Giidiil research has shown that, regar
almost in all groups women did not wish to ha
words, the over-population in the family wihi
burden leads the Turkish women and mothers,
to rule their own destinies. If it is considered
ratio of death of children (in 1965 120-150 %)
des, there are 500,000 abortions per year and 12
the mother’s death because of primitive meth
which the village women struggle without he:
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her daughter, has been an additional ince
This money is niot paid to the girl but to
her is dead to his brother. Thus, the pu
portance. Domination of girls boys disc
creates an atmosphere of taboo. The sn
cally or actually, made to g girl shakes t}
Thus, the «honours concept is the greate

MOost serious unjust actions like killing a
sen.

The static status of the girls and wor
caused the continuation of religious wedd
ding. Tn the regions where mass commuy
rare and the civil marriage has not been ;

are made. This has a big ratio especiall
gions,

LE

Table V — Number of marriages per year at the

SN ey

Number of Mar
Province Centers 1950

1957 196
Ankara 3.019 4277 6.57
Istanbul 10.057 11.884 14,22
Izmir 3.500 4 59 E A
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Table VI — Yearly divorce rate in selected pro

Number of divore

Province Centers 1950 1957 19
Ankara 584 (1952) 731 6
[stanbul 929 083 1.7
Izmir 838 (1952) 951 8
Agri 1 (1952) 11
Bingol 4 (1952) 8
Van 15 17

As this ratio and numbers reveal, the illega
age is still widely dominating in Anatolia, So m
cur like, the situation of tthe illegitime children
cially registered, impossibility of going to schoo]
have identity cards, and impossibility to recruit
service and etc. As a remedy to such difficulties
Justice has taken the initiative to legalize such
time to time. Thus, with three separate laws pas:
1950 over 7 million children born outside of wedl
gistered as legitime children. All these events |
wing observations once again :

1. Even the most drastic legal reforms give
only with the changes in socio-economic structure
and effect:
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children health center in a village
attachement to spell and bewitche

In the sma]j towns and the o
being transfered from paternalistic
Main reason for this change, the lac
centers which can take in big fami]
Turkish family in citieg Oor districts
mother, the father, the chi Idren ar
or a father-in-layw or an old aunt or
a sister. Unlike the families in the -
milies hold the authority in admin;
vert families the authority relations]
dence between father and gop 1S diss
‘o play a buffer roje betweeen the f
protect the authority of the father oy
wishes jof [her Son on fthe other, As z
relations develop between the mothe
tion of big families ang replacement ¢
the wife-husband relatiﬂ-nship to b

-AI'J. il]'].nnrfn11+ T
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At present in 14 main cities of Turkey of wi
tion is over 100,000 women work in the industri
bacco, puts, grapes, figs, porcelains, clothing anc
ges are paid to men and women who work in 1
In line with the international standards, it is fc
men like children to work in mines, underground
nighit.

According to the international conventions
respect to the protection of maternity of workil
approved that they should be given afiter birth an
ding, leaves. Women have the right to get leaves
and 6 weekls after the birth, and two times a Ida
half hour each (or an our each) for feeding.

Another development which is to be dwelled 1
re and more Turkish women workers find contir
reign countries, particularly in West Germany’s |
nies Electronic industries like Siemens prefer a
workers, who go to West Germany, the Turkish
to employe them in works which require high f
keen attention, While 3,199 of the 27,501 Turkish
Germany were women in 1963, this number In
in 1965. In 1965, 7,658 of these women workers 1

half year in West Germany, this indicates that th
e i e B e e e FI"‘I'I"F‘iL‘.F'T"I Pnl‘lﬂli'ril_:']fq- :i.';
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Other than the women who worlk
Wives or women whe have profession:
of life compared to those who live i
4 British writer who knows Turkey ve;
one point which the Propagandists whc
are open to women in Turkey should
countries have few, byt high qualifie,
and teachers. But, in Turkey there are |
of women shop assistants, secretaries,
tesses, trade union employees, laboratc
and even armed forces. The real meas:
men 1nitiated in any country is not the .
belong to men js also occupied by a sr
rily talented women, but, whether yo
do the work she wants and get paid f
with men. In this respect, Turkish wor
spread to variouys Vooational fields on 5

Table VII, Distribution of active population
with respect to various seq

1955
Sectors Men Wume_n T
Agricultural sector 4,734 5062 g

Enterp risers, administ rators,
and clerical profescinne e TaTe
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general services field, 10,042 women work in
vice field, and 19,071 women work privately, i

If the subject is handled with more detail
for women mainly work in the Ministry of |
PTT services, Radio and Television, Airways. Ir
women work as dootors, judges, chemists, arch
ministrators, theater acitresses, and diplomaits,
ber compared to many of the; Western countr

Apart from this, Turkish women can be pr
such as having been elected to the Court of C:
made many important archeological excavation
in the world. Some of our women artists whe
fame are opening exhibitions in European cay
and Rome, as an independent group. Turkish
representing their country, with their violine
known concert halls of the world, The numbe
tors in the Turkish Universities come third af
tes and Canada; this number is for ex. four t
number in the Federal Republich of Germany
press also possesses an important number of
dents and journalists.

During the first fifteen years following tl
the Republic, various rights and possibilities 1

h'flt]'ﬂ Lﬂlﬂl"‘l lei_l;]-':nmJ—I ILn--i- "'\.L;—.. 11“Ln-.|.-u. lf..—..-'\:-u-u.[_ et | PRl e
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The most important characteris
is that they are j



