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Bu ¢aligma, 1830’da Fransiz kuvvetlerinin Cezayir’e girmesinden
sonra gorevden azledilen Hiiseyin Dey’in yerine Ahmed Bey’in
Cezayir valisi olarak tayin edilmesi konusundaki Konstantin’den
iletilen taleplere karsi Osmanli Devleti’nin tutumunu ortaya koymay1
amaglamaktadir. Calismada temel olarak bu konu hakkinda “Ahmed
Bey” ile “Babiali” arasinda gegen ve Tiirkiye’deki Osmanli
arsivlerinde bulunan resmi yazismalarin tahliline dayanilacaktir.
Ancak bu yazismalar1 incelemeden 6nce, onunla baglantili genel
baglamdan bahsedilecek ve Osmanli Devleti’nin bu talepleri nasil
karsiladir ve bunun ardinda yatan nedenler agiklanacaktir. Ayni
zamanda, Istanbul’daki biyikelgisi tarafindan temsil edilen
Fransa’nin tavrina ve konumuna deginilecektir. Calismanin konusu,
ilgili donemde Magrip’te mevcut olan genel baglam ve uluslararasi
taraflarin durumlar  lizerindeki  etkisinin  kapsami ile
iligkilendirilmeye caligilmistir.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Konstantin, Ahmed Bey, Osmanli Devleti,
Fransiz Isgali, Cezayir Eyaleti.

Abstract

This study aims to follow the Ottoman Empire's stands on
Constantine's requests, particularly that of the designation of Ahmed
Bey as the Pacha of Algeria replacing his predecessor Hussein Dey
who was removed by the French forces following their conquest of
Algeria in 1830. This study attempts to analyze the archived
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correspondences between Ahmed Bey and the Ottoman state and the context in which they occurred while indicating
the State's position on Ahmed Bey's correspondence to Sublime Porte and the rationale behind it. Finally, the French
state's handling of Ahmed Bey's demands through its ambassador in Istanbul will be discussed in the context of the
international influences and the political climate of the region.

Keywords: Ottoman state, Constantine, Ahmed Bey, the French occupation, Sublime Porte, Regency of Algeria.

Extended Abstract

After the fall of the city of Algiers in (1830) at the hands of the French forces,
the Regency of Algeria was divided between four parties; as the capital of the country and its
environs were governed by the French forces. While the central region (beylik Al-Tatari) was
under the control of "Mustafa Boumerzak", the western side (beylik el-Garb) of Algeria was
ruled by "Hasan Bey"- the Bay of Oran. Meanwhile, eastern Algeria (beylik el-shark)
remained under the rule of "Ahmed Bey". The fall of the Ottoman authority led to the
emergence of strong conflicts between these precedents over the right to succeed "Hussein
Pasha" and the representation of the Ottoman state.

Consequently, the chaos that followed the fall of the Ottoman rule in Algeria led to a
widespread fighting and a lack of discipline in most places in the province. Hence, Ahmed
Bey was able during that to control large areas of Algeria; he organized an army of Turks,
Arabs, and tribes and began warfare confrontations with the French forces. Later, the French
forces felt the danger of the situation, especially after a number of residents and notables of
The Regency of Algeria gathered around "Ahmed Bey" resistance project. The fear of the
French occupational authorities about the return of Ottoman rule to Algeria began through
"Ahmed Bey", who did not hide his loyalty to the Ottoman state. Therefore, the French
authorities tried to reach a treaty with "Ahmed Bey" to stop the fighting and start negotiations.
The French occupational authorities sent a friend of "Ahmed Bey", "Hamdan Khoja", to
negotiate peaceful solutions to the dispute.

Hamdan Khoja made two trips to Constantine in (1832) for the mission he was entrusted
with. During that time, he met “Ahmed Bey” twice. Both had consulted what the occupational
authorities were offering to “Ahmed Bey” in return for giving up the military resistance and
announcing his entrance under French rule. During these meetings, "Hamdan Khoja"
suggested to "Ahmed Bey", before taking any decision in this regard, that he contacts the
"Sublime Porte™ to obtain their opinion on the matter, and to seek military and diplomatic
support from the Ottoman Empire.

Ahmed Bey communicated with the Ottoman Empire after his meetings with Hamdan
Khoja, which we talked about in detail in this paper, specifically in the second section, where
it was titled "Correspondence of Ahmed Bey and the Ottoman Empire's Interaction with it."
In this section, we thoroughly mentioned the most important correspondence received by the
Sublime Porte and their consequences, during the period between (1832-1837).

The first of this correspondence is the one received the Sublime Porte from "Ahmed Bey",
which he wrote on (September 16, 1833). In it, "Ahmed Bey" explained what happened in
Algeria in terms of the military confrontations with the French forces during the period
between (1830-1832). It also explained his efforts to rearrange and organize a new army to
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confront the French forces after the dispersal of the Ottoman army in the "Astaouli" battle.
Moreover, he referred to what happened on his way back from Algeria to Constantine, where
he faced a rebellion of some tribes that refused to recognize the authority of "Ahmed Bey"
over the region and refused to provide taxes. After "Ahmed Bay" reported the news about the
general situation, he moved to the reasons that made him correspond to the Sublime Porte.
In the forefront in which the French General Rovigo suggested, according to the French
forces, to keep "Ahmed Bey" in his position as ruler of Constantine in exchange to declare
his loyalty to France and enter under its rule. However, "Ahmed Bey" expressed his rejection
to this offer. In return, we find him asking the Sublime Porte to appoint him as a Pasha of
Algeria in order to restore order in the Regency and better confront the French forces.

"Ahmed Bey" attached his first correspondence to another letter from the notables and
elders of Constantine, in which they explained everything that happened in Constantine
during the French forces' attack on Algeria. They also talked in this correspondence about
the efforts of "Ahmed Bey" to impose discipline in Algeria. Then, they indicated that they
had chosen “Ahmed Bey” and pledged allegiance to him instead of the people of Constantine
to be the ruler of Algeria. In their letter to the Sublime Porte, the notables requested that he
approves their choice; for what that is in the general interest of the people of Algeria.

A discussion took place in the Ottoman Empire about these letters from Constantine, and
specifically about the request made by "Ahmed Bey". Thus, the "Sublime Porte" sought, upon
a proposal from the "Ottoman Shura Council" to verify this news, and the “Grand Vizier”
also asked “Captain Pasha” to link communications with “Ahmed Bey” so that the Ottoman
State could understand the matter. During that time, "The Grand Vizier," Rauf Pasha, "wrote
a letter at the order of Sultan™ Mahmoud Il "to™ Ahmed Bey". This letter is the first letter
from the Sublime Porte to "Ahmed Bey" urging him "Rauf Pasha" to be patient and wait for
help near the Sublime Porte. "Rauf Pasha" also conveyed the determination of the Ottoman
Empire as a diplomatic envoy to Constantine to verify what is going on and the reason for
this suspicion. That the Pasha of Tunisia, "Hussein Pasha", was accusing "Ahmed Bey" of
his attempt to separate Algeria from the rule of the Ottoman State.

This letter did not satisfy Ahmed Bey's wish. So he wrote a second letter this time to the
Minister of War, re-explaining the events that took place in Regency of Algeria. He warned
about the necessity of the Sublime Porte to intervene to solve the Algerian question and help
the Muslims. In this correspondence, he also asked the Minister of War to intervene and
mediate with the Sultan to accept his appointment as Pasha of Algeria.

At the same time, many letters arrived from its ambassadors in Paris and London
regarding what is happening in Algeria. The "Ottoman Shura Council” met in 1834 to discuss
the Constantine problem. The members came out with a set of suggestions that were
presented to the Sublime Porte, including the necessity to expedite sending someone to
represent the Sublime Porte in the investigation of facts and the necessity for the Ottoman
State’s ambassadors to intervene in Europe on this issue. As long as, the Grand Vizier “Rauf
Pasha” proposed that the Sultan should write personally to “Ahmed Bey” to reassure him of
the imminent sending of help to (beylik el-shark).
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After a period of time, the Sublime Porte appointed "General Kamil Bey" to carry out a
secret mission aimed at gathering the necessary information about what is happening in
Constantine. Indeed, Miralay Kamil Bey moved for this mission, and he set off first to Tripoli
and from there to Tunis, then entered Constantine with an announced mission, which is
announcing the news of the birth of the Crown Prince Nizamuddin Effendi while the mission
was kept completely secret. The French ambassador in Istanbul took advantage of the bad
situation that the Ottoman Empire was going through to put strong pressure on it, which made
the Sublime Porte unable to accept the request of "Ahmed Bey" to make him pasha over
Algeria.

In this study, we relied mainly on the correspondence within the Ottoman Archives in
Turkey. We have also come across several important results, including correcting some
misconceptions that were widespread about the first correspondence between the Sublime
Porte and Ahmed Bey. As some studies went to consider it the first of which was the year
(1835 AD), while we examined correspondence dating back to the year (1833), and in the
end we referred to various reports on the endeavors of the Sublime Porte and the activities of
the numerous ambassadors of the Ottoman state for the Constantine matter.
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