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Murshidiya Sect In Syria
The main purpose of this paper is to highlight Murshidiya sect in Syria, which is a small
sect in terms of the number of individuals. Although a great deal has been written about the
sects in Syria, Scholars often ignore Murshidiya, and put it in one basket with Alawites, because
of their same political attitude in recent years.

The paper will explore the social and political relations that led to the emergence of this
sect, and its schism from the Alawites. It also reviews the beliefs, rites and religious teachings of
the sect, focusing on points of disagreement with the Alawites, which make the same sect to
divide into two separate groups.

The turning point for the sect was Al-Baath coup in 1963, after that the sect turned to be
a "legal one". It presents reasons why pre-Al-Baath Syrian state confronted the sect, and its legal
status in the Syria, The paper will shed light on why the sect transformed, during the second
half of the previous century, from its roots as a social movement to a religious sect. The paper
will mention to the role that sect has played in political and economic life in Syria from its
beginning up till now, especially since 2011.

Keywords: Murshidiya, Alawites, Syria.
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