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ABSTRACT:

Historical events played a big role in the fact that the Kurds still do not have an own
alphabet without obstacles. If those obstacles are known to researchers and if they
investigate in them and obtain cultural results, the latter can become a scientific
fundament so that step by step the formal Kurdish writing can be built on. Each of
both alphabets the Kurds have for writing, whether the Arabic or the Latin letters of
the alphabet are used, has its obstacles and shortcomings. It is possible to resolve
this issue with scientific measurements and understanding of the alphabet in order
to adjust and conform those with the unique needs of the Kurdish language.

This thesis called “Standard Language, Phonology and Alphabet” is about the stan-
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dardization of the language and its relation to phonology and writing. In addition,
the attempt to identify the number of phonemes by vowels and consonants is
made. There are some notes registered about writing, as well. The research is a
branch of phonology and has taken advantage of the other branches of linguistic
methods whenever needed. This thesis is a descriptive analysis and has not been
influenced by any historical events.

Keywords: Kurdish language, standard language, standard alphabet, phonology.
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Extended Abstract

Historical events played a big role in the fact that the Kurds still do not have an own
alphabet without obstacles. If those obstacles are known to researchers and if they
investigate in them and obtain cultural results, the latter can become a scientific
fundament so that step by step the formal Kurdish writing can be built on.

The Kurdish language could save itself from dying and not being, but because of the
circumstances the Kurds and Kurdistan had to go through it could not manage to
become a general written language in Kurdistan and its regions and a language having
its own culture with its own written alphabet. The result of this problem leaves the
following two negative points:

Firstly, Kurds do not have a common writing culture.

Secondly, the Kurdish language has several dialects and different accents and
Kurdistan is divided among multiethnic and multicultural countries that have their own
native languages seperate from Kurdish. All these factors lead to the loss of the
identity of Kurdish people and the Kurdish language. Nowadays, in the field of Kurdish
writing, whether we want it or not, we have two Kurdish alphabets. Each one of those
has been used for writing for a good period of time and each one of those has its own
supporters.

Each of both alphabets the Kurds have for writing, whether the Arabic or the Latin
letters of the alphabet are used, has its obstacles and shortcomings that are to be
shown in the following points:

1. Researches in the fields philosophy, civilization or religion with respect to the
formation of an alphabet did not become the fundament that nowadays those can be
used as a standard and general alphabet in the Kurdish language without obstacles. Till
now, there are still contrary discussions among Kurds depending on which of both
alphabets they support.
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2. People speaking the southern Kurmanci dialect tried to adjust the Arabic alphabet
for the Kurdish writing. Opposed to that, people speaking the northern Kurmanci
dialect tried to adjust the Latin alphabet for the Kurdish language. The result was that
two separate alphabets were used in two different regions; one adapted by people
speaking the Sorani dialect, the other by people speaking the Kurmanci dialect. Others,
like Lur, Kalhur, Hawraman or Zaza each of them joined the first or second group
depending on their geographical situation or politics.

3. Most of the writers and scholars that worked in that field were under the influence
of enthusiasm for their homeland, regional or personal issues when developing ideas.
Opposed to that hypotheses, methods and exemplary researches were neglected when
looking for a scientific solution for that problem.

4. A scientific approach to that issue:

a. Those alphabets that are given nowadays are a kind of mixture of the basic
understanding of phonetic and phonology and the writing itself in it shows that both of
these things are to be differenciated in linguistics.

b. Are those alphabets that are used nowadays phonetical or phonological? And
which kind of those alphabets is the most suitable one for writing and why? Without a
doubt those are all questions and there are lots of more questions to be asked and
those questions all need to be answered scientifically. Here it is important to show that
in both alphabets, being the Arabic and Latin one, we mixed the fields of phonetics and
phonology.

c. Rules: In both alphabets, the Arabic and Latin one, for the Kurdish writing there

are stiil no common rules. Examples for those are some words containing prefixes,
suffixes, infixes, prepositions and some aspects of verbs that are added to a word when
written but some write them separately. Another example is that some write
compound and complex words together, others write them separately; there is no
importance given to guidelines.
5. In this section both alphabets, the Arabic and Latin one, for the Kurdish writing are
influenced by internal regions. Nowadays, several writers write like they speak in their
stem or little villages. Of course, control in this field has become something very
difficult and that is due to the cause that the alphabets used have given up their
centers in Kurdistan.
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