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Abstract

The Khoshnaw tribe is one of the most prominent and influential in Kurdish society, with the
majority of its members residing in the Erbil province. A portion of the tribe also lives in the
Betwata and Sarwchawa districts in Ranya, Sulaimani province. The Khoshnaw tribe holds a
notable role and position in the region.

The tribe's territory spans several significant valleys, including Betwata Basin, Balisan Valley,
Malakan Valley, Goran Valley, Baraka Valley, Mawran Valley, Kore Valley, and Qalasnj Valley. The
history of madrasas and their contributions in the Khoshnawti area extends back centuries. With
the spread of Islam in the region, mosques were built in every village and settlement. Each mosque
housed a madrasa (religious school), playing a crucial role in educating thousands of scholars who
later spread across Kurdistan and Iraq, greatly contributing to the spread of knowledge.

It is important to recognize the Kurdish people’s continuous support for these madrasas, both in
material resources and manpower. As a result, the madrasas became vital institutions for
preserving and disseminating knowledge and information. In many villages, endowment lands and
gardens were established to financially support the madrasas and religious scholars. The income
from these lands continues to be used for maintaining and servicing the madrasas, symbolizing the
enduring connection between the community and these religious and educational institutions.

Keywords

Khoshnaw, Islam, Madrasa, Religious schools, Khoshnaw tribes, The stages of Madrasa, The four
stages of Madrasa, Islamic history, Khoshnaw history, The books of the Ulama, The biographies of
the Ulama, Islamic scholars
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Extended Abstract

The Khoshnaw is a prominent and highly respected tribe within Kurdish
society, known for its historical significance and cultural influence. Most
members of the tribe traditionally resided in Erbil province, while others lived
in parts of Sulaimani province, specifically in the Ranya district and the Betwata
and Sarwchawa regions. These areas, rich in history and culture, played
significant roles in the socio-political and cultural landscape of Kurdistan. The
Khoshnaw territory encompassed several notable valleys, including the
Betwata Basin, Balisan Valley, Malakan Valley, Goran Valley, Baraka Valley,
Mawran Valley, Kore Valley, and Qalasnj Valley, each contributing to the
region's vitality.
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The history of madrasas in the Khoshnawati area extended back centuries,
symbolizing a long-standing tradition of education and intellectual growth.
With the arrival and spread of Islam in the region, mosques and madrasas were
established in nearly every village and settlement. These institutions became
the cornerstone of both religious and intellectual life. Each mosque typically
housed a madrasa where both Shari'ah and broader intellectual sciences were
taught. The madrasas played a pivotal role in educating thousands of scholars
who later ventured beyond Khoshnawati, spreading knowledge and
contributing to the academic and cultural development of Kurdistan and Iragq.
The unwavering support of the Kurdish people for these institutions, both
materially and through human resources, underscored their cultural and
spiritual commitment. Endowment lands and gardens, whose profits were
allocated to sustain the madrasas and their students, remained a testament to
this dedication, and many of these endowments persisted well into modern
times.

The structure of education in the madrasas followed a defined progression
through various stages, including Sipara, Sukhta, and Musta'id. Students
underwent rigorous study and training, often traveling to different villages and
cities to learn from esteemed scholars and teachers. Upon completing their
studies, they participated in elaborate ceremonies to receive their scientific
licenses. These events, typically held in the autumn, were major community
celebrations that could last up to a week. Villagers suspended their daily work
to take part in the festivities, which included the preparation of large quantities
of food, theatrical performances—such as the popular play "The Nobleman and
the Farmer"—and other forms of entertainment. Wealthy individuals often
financed these grand ceremonies, which served not only as an academic
milestone but also as a unifying social event for the community.

Once licensed, newly graduated students were provided with letters of
recommendation from their teachers, enabling them to take on roles as
preachers in various villages. The arrival of a religious teacher in a village was
met with enthusiasm and respect. Communities provided the teacher with a
house and, if unmarried, often arranged for a spouse. The villagers supported
the teacher financially through annual zakat and alms payments and assisted
with practical needs, such as gathering firewood, building and maintaining
houses, and caring for gardens and livestock. The teacher was held in such high
regard that even elders deferred to their wisdom, and they were entrusted with
mediating disputes and resolving matters of inheritance, marriage, divorce, and
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other social or economic issues. Their advice was rarely questioned, reflecting
their pivotal role in community life.

Over time, established teachers often founded their own madrasas, which
gained reputations as centers of learning and attracted students from distant
regions. These madrasas became hubs of both religious and scientific
education, fostering intellectual and cultural growth. Villages hosting such
institutions evolved into small but vibrant scientific and religious centers. This
tradition not only enriched the local communities but also played a crucial role
in the preservation and dissemination of Kurdish religious and cultural identity.
The enduring respect for religious teachers and their madrasas across
Kurdistan highlighted the community's deep appreciation for education and its
role in societal development.
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