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Sezai Karakog’un Siirlerinde Metinlerarasiliginin Tezahiirleri
Oz
Sezai Karakog, seckin siirsel unsurlara ve yiiksek sanatsal yeteneklere
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birlestirmistir; dini alanda yasanan deneyimler iizerine yazan sairler nadiren bu
ikisini birlestirir. Bu niteligi, onu Tiirkiye'de ve hatta Islam diinyasinda cagdas
Islam siirinin &nciilerinden biri olmasini saglamustir. Karakog¢’un ustalikla
kullandig1 sanatsal unsurlarda, dini ve edebi gesitli iisluplarda metinlerarasilik
da vardir. Siirleri, Islami boyutlu semboller ve milli derinligi olan tarihi bir
miras igermektedir. Ozgiinliik ve ¢agdashk ruhu kazandirdi. Ayn1 zamanda
onun dizelerine asalet kazandiran ve ¢agdasligi yakalamasini saglayan seyde
budur. Bu ¢alisma, Karakog'un siirindeki metinlerarasiliga, metinlerarasiliginin
varyasyonlarina ve oOrlintiilerine 151k tutmayi hedeflerken, diger yandan da
islevlerini ve muhteviyatini analitik bir yaklasimla ortaya koymaya
caligmaktadir. Arastirmanin dogasi, asagidaki konulara bdliinmesini gerekli
kilmistir:

Giris: Tiirk Edebiyati ve Islam Diyalektigi

Sezai: Ekler ve Kokler

Metinlerarasilik: Mahiyet ve Gaye

Metinlerarasilik: Kaliplar1 ve Varyasyonlari

Metinleraras1 Tezahiirler: Kaliplar ve Islevler

Sonug: Bulgular ve Oneriler

Anahtar Kelimeler: Islami siir, Tiirk sairleri, Metinlerarasilik, Karakog.
Manifestations of Intertextuality in Sezai Karakoc's Poems

Abstract

The poet Sezai Karakoc possessed outstanding poetic tools and high artistic
abilities. In his poetry, he combined the beauty of style and the majesty of
meaning, such features rarely combined by other religious poets. His talent
qualified him to become one of the pioneers of contemporary Islamic poetry in
Turkey and even the Islamic world.

One of the artistic tools that Karakoc excelled in using is intertextuality in
its various styles, be it religious or literary. His poems carried Islamic symbols
and historical touch with a national dimension, which gave them the spirit of
originality and contemporaneity at the same time.

Accordingly, this study seeks to shed light on the intertextuality in
Karakog's poetry, in an attempt to reveal its variations and patterns on the one
hand, and its functions and implications on the other, using the analytical
criticism approach.

The nature of the research required that it be divided into the following
topics:
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Introduction: The dialectic of Turkish literature and Islam

Sizai: Roots and Tributaries

Intertextuality: Essence and Purpose

Intertextuality: Patterns and Variations

Intertextual Manifestations: Patterns and Functions

Conclusion: Findings and Recommendations.

Keywords: Islamic poetry, Turkish poets, Intertextuality, Karakog.
Structured Abstract

Manifestation of Intertextuality in Sezai Karakoc’s Poems

The poet Sezai Karakoc possessed outstanding poetic tools and high artistic
abilities. In his poetry, he combined the beauty of style and the majesty of
meaning, such features rarely combined by other religious poets. His talent
qualified him to become one of the pioneers of contemporary Islamic poetry in
Turkey and even the Islamic world.

Sezai grew up following the lead of his great predecessors in Islamic poetry
in Turkey. He was passionate about their poetry and memorized a humber of
their poems since his early childhood. He studied the poetry of the Sufi leaders
such as Jalal al-Din Muhammad Rami, Yunus Emre, Seyh Galib, Ali Imadud-
Din Nasimi, and other Persian and Arab Sufis, especially Hafez-e Shirazi,
Mansur Al-Hallaj, and lbn Arabi. In addition, he taught himself Persian and
Arabic, and he even read Masnavi while he was in the second grade of middle
school.

The personality of Sezai was formed by three tributaries: (his Family - Poet
Necip Fazil - College of Political Sciences), and these three tributaries
influenced his work as well. His poems combined originality and
contemporaneity, tradition and modernity, so he produced modern poetry
merged with the spirit and fragrance of heritage, which granted him acceptance
and became widely known among young people. He was even considered one
of the most important Turkish poets during the republican period.

Sezai’s works were characterized by abundance, as he had abundant
imagination, a fertile mind, and renewable contribution, which is evident in his
writings in various fields. He wrote in the intellectual, political, literature,
theater, poetry, story, and translation fields. He was also well versed in heritage
Turkish and Western literature as he spoke many languages such as Arabic,
Persian, and French in addition to his native language Turkish. His knowledge
of languages gave him the advantage of abundance in culture and thought, and
gave him a wide base of vocabulary that he utilized in the intertextuality of his
poetry effortlessly. Moreover, almost eleven of his books have been published,
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all of which were overflowing with intertextuality, and there is hardly a poem
that is devoid of one of the various types of intertextuality. This plethora of
intertextuality in Sezai’s works invites us to study this unique phenomenon.

One of the artistic tools that Karakoc excelled in using is intertextuality in
its various styles, be it religious or literary. His poems carried Islamic symbols
and historical touch with a national dimension, which gave them the spirit of
originality and contemporaneity at the same time.

If we take a quick look at the titles of his collections, which represent the
first impression of the text, we would notice that it reveals the intertextuality in
his poems. For instance, if we look at the following titles: “Forty Hours with
El-Khader”, “The book of Taha”, and “Layla and Majnun” we can sense that
they evoke in the recipient a parallel text that carries in its pages historical and
cultural connotations casting a shadow on the text before reading it. Such titles
perform a pragmatic function, according to Gérard Genette who believes the
title has four main functions: allurement, allusion, description, and indication.

Through his pioneering artistic experience, Sezai transformed the religious
experience into refined poetry by drawing inspiration from the inherited
literature and recalling religious and historical figures, best-using intertextuality
and begging it to carry the message of contemporaneity and modernity rooted
in heritage and originality. For a nation that beaks its connection with its past
shall build a precarious future.

Sezai’s efforts in using intertextuality were crowned with success, and this
was proved by research conducted on some of his rich works. Sezai’s
experience is rich in intertextuality and its techniques, which require concerted
efforts to study this pioneering and unique phenomenon in his poetry. This is
what we recommend researchers and critics do.

Sezai’s experience was both human and Islamic at the same time, as he
expressed the plight of the contemporary Muslim with modernity and
Westernization. In addition, he discussed philosophical and doctrinal issues that
most young Muslims are indecisive about and offered them the needed
emotional and intellectual answers.
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Selam sana Ziilkiifiil
Selam sana Yahya
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Selam sana Ibrahim
Selam sana Musa
Selam sana Siileyman
Selam sana Davut
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Selam sana Ahmed

Selam sana Muhammed

NUSHA, 2023; (56):176-193

189



190

RAMADAN

Selam sana Mustafa

Mustafa selam sana

Ey se¢ilmis segilmis

Mustafa selam sana

Ey 6giilmiis 6giilmiis

Muhammed selam sana

(Karakog, 2009, 350)
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Ama Anladigim kadariyla
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