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Assesment of Victims of Intimate Partner Violence in Judicial Systems 

 

ABSTARCT  

In recent years, partner violence is closely related not only to psychology but also to the law 

studies. When violence cases are filed to the judicial authorities, if the physical scars related 

to violence exists, these concrete findings can be a facilitator for the judicial authorities to 

comprehend the incident and make decisions. However, if violence is psychological/ 

emotional and/ or there is no concrete evidence to prove it, the prosecution of the incident 

becomes more challenging. Although verbal statement of the victim, who has been subjected 

to violence, is crucial for the evidence of emotional abuse, justice system are often 

encountered to incomplete or inadequate statements of the victim. When justice system 

employees face with victims who stated that they had been subjected to violence for a long 

time, they particularly can find it difficult to understand the reason why victim did not report 

beforehand or did not divorce.  At this point, it would be beneficial to investigate the reasons 

which prevented victims of violence from reporting crime and divorcing, and also valuable 

to assess the validity of the statements of emotional abuse victims. Criteria-based content 

analysis technique has examined the reliability of the statements; and this technique will 

provide judges and prosecutors different perspective on the assessment of victims in the 

judicial process. This study will also contribute to the literature as an enlightening guide to 

understand the characteristics of partner violence and psychology of victims. 

Keywords: Partner violence, psychological violence, victims, criteria-based content 

analysis, verbal statement. 
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