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Hiisam Celebi’nin Risdle fi raksi’l-mutasavvife Adl1 Eserinin Tahkikli Nesri

Bu makale Osmanli Devleti’nin ¢esitli kurumlarinda muiderrislik ve kadilik yap-
mis olan Husam Celebinin (6. 926/1520), stfilerin dini ayinleriyle ilgili kaleme
aldig1 Risdle fi raksi’l-mutasavvife adli eserini ele almaktadir. Eserde stfilerin zi-
kirleri esnasinda icra ettikleri birtakim ritiiellerin Islam dininde hitkmiiniin ne
olduguna detayli olarak cevap verilmektedir. Bu risaleden bazi meshur alimlerin
alintilar yaparak istifade etmeleri ve risélenin birkag defa istinsah yoluyla ¢ogal-
tilmasi, s6z konusu risélenin tahkik yapilacak kadar 6nemli oldugunu gosterir.
Ayrica bazi kaynaklarda Hiisam Celebinin stfi ritiiellere kars: ¢iktig1 ve olumsuz
cevaplar verdigi de zikredilmistir. Halbuki miiellif bu konulara kars1 ¢cikmamas,
bilakis desteklemis ve mutasavviflara ilimli baktigini bu eserle gostermistir. Mii-
ellif konuyu incelerken fikih, fetva, tefsir, hadis, kelam ve tasavvuf alanlarinda
yirminin {izerinde kaynaktan yararlanmistir. Konunun mezhepler aras1 muka-
yesesini yapmak icin de ilgili mezheplerin temel ve muteber kaynaklarindan
istifade etmistir.

Anahtar kelimeler: Hiisim Celebi, Risdle fi raksi’l-mutasavvife, tasavvuf, raks,
oyun, eglence, tekfir.
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A Critical Edition of the Risala fi raqs al-mutasawwifa by Hiisam Celebi

One of the major debates related to Islamic law in the Ottoman period was about
dancing with music, as practiced by some Sufi communities. Regarded as a reli-
gious ritual, this tradition became popular among the statesmen and the public.
It was therefore deemed important to know the Islamic legal verdict of the prac-
tice. As a matter of fact, Ottoman sultans insisted that the legal aspect of dancing
be studied by jurists. Scholarly opinions about the issue could be divided into
three: The ritual could be permissible, or disliked (makriih), or forbidden (haram).
Hiisam Celebi (d. 926/1520), who had served as a mudarris and judge in various
institutions of the Ottoman state, was among those to consider it permissible.

169



islam Arastirmalan Dergisi, 41 (2019): 131-170

170

This study deals with the epistle of Hiisam Celebi, Risala fi raqs al-mutasawwifa,
about the ceremonies of the Sufis. In the epistle, Hiisam Celebi attempts to answer
various questions about the ritual. The fact that famous scholars benefited from
the work by quoting it extensively and reproducing it in manuscript form testifies
to its significance. Although some sources mention that Celebi opposed the ritual,
this does not reflect his position. On the contrary, he supported the practice and
embraced a moderate attitude toward Sufis.

The author benefited from about twenty-nine sources in the fields of figh, fatwa,
tafsir, hadith, kalam and tasawwuf. In order to compare the opinions of religious
and scholarly groups, he made use of primary and secondary sources. Additional-
ly, he answered questions that he anticipated people might ask.

It is noteworthy that the author prefers the word “rags,” which has negative con-
notations, as opposed to “sama‘;” a concept widely used in tasawwuf literature.
Nevertheless, the author emphasizes the permissibility of ceremonial Sufi prac-
tices, despite their outward resemblance of mundane actions like dancing and
singing.

In general, Hiisam Celebi embraces a moderate approach to the subject, and crit-
icizes those who treat it as a theological problem by excommunicating their op-
ponents. He maintains that such treatment placed individual reasoning (ijtihad)
in peril.

The study is based on a non-dated manuscript with the archive number 19 HK
864/2, found in Corum Hasan Pasa Il Halk Kiitiiphanesi (Corum Hasan Paga Pub-
lic Library). The first and final pages of the manuscript note that it is an original
copy, written by Hiisam Celebi, the judge of Edirne, himself.

Keywords: Hiisam Celebi, Risala fi raqs al-mutasawwifa, Sufism, Music, Dance.




