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TURKIYE KUTUPHANELERINDEKI NADiR MAGRIBI MUSHAF EL YAZMALARININ TAHLILi:
(TARIHSEL, BETIMSEL VE ANALITIK BIR INCELEME)

0z

Kadim el yazmasi mushaflar, Kur’an ilimlerinin ve mushaf kitabeti geleneklerinin gelisim seyrini, bolgesel
ve zamansal karakteristiklerini ortaya koyan birincil kaynaklardir. Bu agidan kiitiiphanelerde bulunan
mushaf el yazmalarinin bigimsel 6zellikleri yaninda Kur’an ilimleri bakimindan incelenmesi gerekmektedir.
Bu calisma, Islam kiiltiir mirasinin 6nemli bir pargasi olan el yazmasi mushaflari, 6zellikle Magribi mushaf
el yazmalarin incelemeyi hedeflemektedir. Arastirmanin odak noktasi, Manisa, Bayezid ve Siileymaniye
Kiitiiphanelerinde bulunan ii¢ adet Magribi mushaf el yazmasidir. Calismanin 6zgiinligii, s6z konusu
mushaflarin ilk kez tanitilmasi, tarihsel, betimsel ve analitik bir yaklasimla tetkik edilmesi ve
yayimlanmasinda yatmaktadir. Bu amagla dnce Kiifi-Hicazi hat kavraminin kokeni ve Magribi hatla iliskisine
151k tutmak icin Magrib ve Endiiliis’te mushaf kitabetinin tarihsel gelisimi ele alinmistir. Ardindan arastirma
icin secilen mushaf yazmalarinin, ilk olarak fiziksel ve bicimsel 6zellikleri betimlenmis; ikinci olarak kiraat,
resmii’l-mushaf, zabtu’l-mushaf ve addii’l-ay ilimleri agisindan bilimsel igerik analizleri yapilmistir. Boylece

mezkir mushaflarin Dogu islam cografyasi mushaflar ile iligkisi tespit edilerek Kur’an ve mushaf tarihinin
belli donemlerine 151k tutulmustur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kur’an-1 Kerim Okuma ve Kiraat i{lmi, El Yazmas1 Mushaflar, Magribi Mushaflar, Manisa
Mushafi, Bayezid Mushafi, Siileymaniye Mushafi.

Analysis of Rare Maghrebi Qur’anic Manuscripts in Turkish Libraries:
(A Historical, Descriptive and Analytical Examination)
Abstract

Ancient Qur'anic manuscripts serve as primary sources documenting the evolution of Qur’anic sciences and
manuscript traditions, including their regional and temporal characteristics. Such manuscripts in libraries
warrant examination both for their formal features and their significance in Qur’anic sciences. This study
examines handwritten Qur'anic manuscripts, with particular focus on Maghrebi manuscripts, as crucial
elements of Islamic cultural heritage. The research centers on three Maghrebi Qur’anic manuscripts located
in the Manisa, Bayezid, and Suleymaniye Libraries. The study's originality stems from the inaugural
presentation, historical-analytical examination, and publication of these manuscripts. The research first
explores the historical development of Qur'anic manuscript writing in the Maghrib and Andalusia to
elucidate the origins of Kufic-Hijazi script and its connection to Maghrebi script. The analysis then proceeds
in two stages: describing the manuscripts' physical and formal characteristics, followed by scientific content
analysis regarding qira'at, rasm al-mushaf, dabt al-mushaf, and 'add al-ay. This examination illuminates
specific periods in Qur'anic manuscript history by establishing connections between these manuscripts and
those from the Eastern Islamic regions.

Keywords: Qur’anic Recitation and the Science of Qira'at, Manuscripts of the Qur’an, Maghrebi Qur’anic
Manuscripts, Manisa Qur’an Manuscript, Bayezid Qur’an Manuscript, Silleymaniye Qur’an Manuscript.
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Summary

Handwritten Qur’anic manuscripts constitute a fundamental element of the rich Islamic
heritage. These manuscripts are not merely religious texts, but rather represent cultural treasures
that embody an extensive historical trajectory, rich cultural accumulation, and exceptional artistic
values. From a religious perspective, Qur'anic manuscripts are considered authentic sources of the
Qur’anic text and represent one of the two methodologies through which the Qur’an has been
transmitted and preserved across generations. When evaluated from a historical perspective,
these works fulfill the documentation and archival function of successive Islamic civilizations and
cultures that has persisted throughout the centuries. Artistically, they mirror the calligraphic arts,
writing styles, and decorative techniques employed in specific time periods. Through their study,
one can trace the evolution of Arabic writing, the Qur’anic scripts used, and the varying readings
or narrations adopted according to different eras and geographical regions.

This research's significance lies in extracting the characteristics of Qur’anic writing
specific to the Maghreb region and North Africa, determining its connection to Eastern Qur’anic
manuscripts in general and those of Medina in particular, analysing Qur’anic narrations, and
studying the systems of diacritical marks, dotting, pausing, and starting employed therein.

This research consists of an introduction, three main chapters, a conclusion, and a
bibliography. The introduction examines the history of Qur'anic manuscripts in the Maghreb and
Al-Andalus, analyzing the concept of Kufic-Hijazi script and its relationship to Maghrebi Qur’anic
orthography. In this context, the study investigates the introduction of the Qur’an and its
manuscripts into the Maghreb concurrent with the spread of Islam by the early conquerors during
the second half of the first Hijri century, specifically examining the transmission of copies
transcribed from the Damascus Codex and other Uthmanic Codices in general. Furthermore, the
research analyzes the Qur’an that Emir Abd al-Rahman I (d. 172/788) managed to bring from
Damascus to Al-Andalus, which some historians consider to be one of the codices attributed to
Caliph Uthman ibn Affan. From the time Abd al-Rahman I endowed it to the Great Mosque of
Cordoba, this manuscript became an object of care, attention, and reverence among rulers and the
Muslim populace, serving as a source for the reproduction of noble Qur’ans in Al-Andalus and the
Maghreb. The study also examines the Ugbani Codex, attributed to the companion Ugba ibn Nafi
al-Fihri (d. 62/682), which is considered the earliest source for Qur’anic transcription and writing
in the Maghreb and is believed to have been directly copied from one of the Uthmanic Codices.

The first chapter examines the Qur'anic manuscript preserved in the Manisa Library, the
second chapter analyzes the manuscript in the Bayezid Library, and the third chapter investigates
the manuscript in the Siileymaniye Library. Each of these chapters includes an aesthetic
descriptive analysis of the Qur’ans’ general form and physical characteristics (general description,
colophon, frontispiece, surah headings, script type, ink colors, ornamentations, illumination, and
bookbinding art). Additionally, each chapter encompasses a scientific analytical examination of
the manuscripts from the perspective of Qur'anic recitation (qgira'at), orthography, diacritical
marks, pause and beginning marks (waqf and ibtida'), and the methodology of verse numeration.

As a result of this study of the three Qur’ans preserved in Turkey, several important points
can be deduced about the evolution of Qur’anic writing art and its traditions in the Islamic world
in general and in the Maghreb in particular. The first Qur’an, the Manisa Qur'an endowed by Sultan
Mehmed the Conqueror, dates approximately to the 13th and 14th centuries CE and is
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distinguished by its use of simplified Kufic script. The second Qur’an, preserved in the Sultan
Bayezid Khan Library and written at the end of the 7th century AH / 13th century CE, is
characterized by the endowment of Sultan Mother Bezm-i Alem, its Maghrebi Kufic script, and its
sophisticated artistic decorations, suggesting it was prepared as a royal gift. The third Qur’an,
preserved in the Siileymaniye Library, dates to the 12th century AH / 18th century CE and is
distinguished by its Sudanese Saharan script. All three Qur’ans share the feature of being written
in accordance with the narration of Warsh from Imam Nafi'. They also demonstrate adherence to
the rules of Uthmanic orthography and a preference for the Maghrebi and Al-Dani schools in
orthography and diacritical marking, with slight variations that may reflect local traditions and
temporal context. These Qur’ans reflect the cultural and artistic diversity and richness in the
I[slamic world and how Qur’anic writing traditions evolved to meet the needs of different regions
and historical periods.
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