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Yisuf b. Hiiseyin el-Kirmasti’nin Usilii’l-istilahdti’l-beydniyye Adl1 Risalesinin
Tahkik ve Tahlili

Bu ¢aligma, XV. asir Osmanl alimlerinden Yésuf b. Hiiseyin el-Kirmastinin Usii-
lirl-1stilahatil-beydaniyye adli risalesinin tahkikli negrini ve risalenin ihtiva ettigi
beyan ilmi meselelerine dair tartismalari ve goriisleri degerlendirmeyi amagla-
maktadir. Beyan ilminin temel kavramlarina dair ana meselelerin odak noktasi
olarak alindig1 bu risalede Kirmasti, beyan ilmine dair muhakkik belagat ulemast,
Ebu Ya‘’kub es-Sekkaki ve Kazvini'nin taksimleri izerinden derinlikli bir okumaya
girismistir. Onlarin taksimlerinin kag tiirden olustuklarini ve tanimlardaki iba-
relerin kapsayic1 ve dislayiciligina dair hususiyetleri tahlil etmistir. Sekkakinin
taksimine ozellikle kinaye, mecéz-1 akli ve istidre-yi mekniyye konularinda y6-
neltilen elestirileri cevaplayarak Sekkéaki'yi miidafaa etmistir. Ayrica Sekkéakinin
miitekaddim belagat dlimlerine muhalefet ettigi bes meseleyi agiklamustir. Beyan
ilmi 1stilahlarina dair temel meselelerin mukayeseli bir okumaya tabi tutuldugu,
mesele odakli bu risale, Sekkaki ¢izgisine bagl kalarak ilgili meseleleri genel bir
gerceve igerisinde tekrar gozden gegirip diizenlemesi ve karsilagtirmali bir yo-
rumlamaya girismesi agisindan dikkat ¢ekmektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap dili ve belagati, Kirmasti, Beyan ilmi, Osmanl1 belagat
calismalar.
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A Study and Critical Edition of Yasuf ibn Husayn al-Kirmastr’s Usil al-istilahat
al-bayaniyya

Yasuf ibn Husayn, a 15th century Ottoman ulama member, is known as al-Kirmasti
in reference to his hometown, Kirmasti, in the Bursa district. He attended Hoca-
zade Muslihuddin’s classes. He taught in a number of madrasas, including Sahn-i
Seman, and worked as a judge in Bursa and Istanbul. He penned many works in the
fields of jurisprudence, theology, logic, and disputation. He contributed to the liter-
ature of rhetoric by writing foundational textbooks, including al-Tabyin, al-Tibyan
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(al-Tabyin’s commentary), al-Muntakhab (al-Tibyan’s abridgement), al-Mukhtar,
and a gloss on al-Mutawwal and al-Sayyid al-Sharif al-Jurjant’s al-Misbah.
Following al-Sakkaki, who treated the main disciplines of the science of rhet-
oric in a semantic unity, the works in this field evolved into the genre of com-
mentaries and glosses, which examined issues in detail. After the 14th century,
when the number of works of commentary and gloss increased, works related to
rhetoric were viewed as unimportant and belonging to a period of intellectual
decline. However, even if one does observe a foundational change in the science
of rhetoric after al-Sakkaki, one cannot convincingly argue that commentaries
and glosses on works of rhetoric were useless and unimportant. In this context,
the tradition of commentaries-glosses was not a regurgitation of the main text but
was instead a genre filled with contemporary discussions.

The period during which al-Kirmasti wrote corresponded with a period in which
the tradition of rhetoric matured in respect to vocabulary and textualization.
Al-Kirmasti undertook a detailed examination of the science of eloquence (‘ilm
al-bayan) with his treatise titled Usil al-istilahat al-bayaniyya, which I examine
here. T will reproduce a critical edition of this treatise and examine its contribu-
tion to the science of eloquence.

Al-Kirmasti formulates his treatise by the definitions and classifications of the main
concepts of the science of eloquence. In the introduction, he briefly lists the five
types of words in respect to philosophy of language as adopted by scholars of rhet-
oric (namely hagiqa: literal meaning; majaz: figurative meaning; istiara: metaphor;
tashbih: simile; and kindya: metonymy). He then examines al-Sakkaki’s two formu-
lations of literal and figurative meanings in a lengthy and detailed way and defends
the position of al-Sakkaki, who was criticized by others on the issues of metonymy,
rational figurative meaning, and metaphor by allusion. He explains five issues on
which al-Sakkaki disagreed with earlier scholars of rhetoric. He mentions briefly
al-Qazwinfs three different categories, i.e. literal meaning, figurative meaning, and
metonymy and identifies the points of disagreement. In the last chapter, al-Kir-
masti dwells on his own classification. Therefore, he compares the classification of
words by al-Sakkaki and al-Qazwini and underlines their points of disagreement.

In this treatise, Al-Kirmasti offers a comparative reading of the science of elo-
quence in respect to its classifications and conceptual framework. While main-
taining important concepts and findings of al-Sakkaki’s, he adopts a critical per-
spective in respect to simile. While al-Sakkaki defined the science of eloquence as
an effort to convey a single meaning in various ways, he kept simile provided by
literal usage outside of this science and based it on figurative language and meta-
phor, because he based it on rational signification. However, he re-includes simile,
an instrument and introduction to metaphor with a figurative meaning, into the
science of eloquence as a third element. Al-Kirmasti considers it an unreasonable
argument that simile is kept outside of the science of eloquence by a logical-phil-
osophical limitation. Despite this critique, al-Kirmasti never ventures to adopt a
rejectionist perspective that would damage al-SakkakTs system.
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Al-Kirmasti summarizes the issues on which al-Sakkaki disagreed with other
scholars of rhetoric in the following way: according to al-Sakkaki, the imaginary
metaphor was of lexical figurative meanings but not of rational figurative mean-
ings. The metaphor by allusion was the word of the thing compared but not the
word of the thing compared to that which was obtained by an imaginary way.
The secondary metaphor was considered as belonging to the thing compared.
The rational figurative meaning was not a separate part of the figurative meaning
but rather being of the thing compared. The figurative meaning by addition or
subtraction was not a separate part of the figurative meaning but belonged to the
figurative meaning.

Al-Kirmasti defends al-Sakkaki by responding to the criticism by al-Qazwini con-
cerning al-SakkakTs consideration of rational figurative meaning as metaphor by
allusion. Al-Kirmasti states that al-QazwinT’s refutations were based on his literal
understanding of al-Sakkaki’s words: “Based on the literal meanings of al-Sak-
kaki’s words, one can suppose that the thing compared, and the thing compared
to, were in reality the same thing in metaphor by allusion. But al-Sakkaki never
meant this. Since the thing compared was not necessarily the thing compared
to, al-QazwinT’s criticism can be refuted.” Al-Sayyid al-Sharif al-Jurjani criticized
al-Sakkaki for his acceptance of metonymy as a kind of reality and for not treating
it as a separate kind. Al-Kirmasti refutes this criticism by saying that the reality in
metonymy and both meanings in metonymy do not occur in the same usage and
during the same time period.

Al-Kirmasti uses the methodology of logicians. He treats the definitions in clas-
sifications he mentions by a principle of including the constituent parts and ex-
cluding the outsider components. He adopts a comparative approach and a per-
spective focused on issues-problems rather than on writing textbooks.

One can examine al-KirmastTs contribution to the field of rhetoric for his pref-
erences in the field of rhetoric as well as of the texts. As a professor at madrasas,
he mostly penned textbooks. In addition, his preference for writing glosses on
secondary texts, such as those of al-Taftazani and al-Sayyid al-Sharif al-Jurjani,
rather than primary texts, such as those of al-Sakkaki and al-Qazwini, is impor-
tant in reflecting the changes to the works on rhetoric at the time and realities for
the predominance of secondary works instead of primary texts.

Al-Kirmasti, whose understanding of rhetoric I examine here, contributed to the
textualization of rhetoric by his works and helped maintain this tradition as a
living phenomenon. Even though he did not bring a new perspective or theory to
the field of rhetoric, he contributed to the field by initiating a comparative reading
and analysis.

Keywords: Arabic language and rhetoric, al-Kirmasti, Usil al-istilahat al-bayaniyya,
the science of eloquence, Ottoman works on rhetoric.
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